
Author Bio:
Jim O’Driscoll is best known for his Penguin 
series of English grammar books that are still 
among the most frequently borrowed from 
British Council libraries around the world. 
He has been an ESL instructor for more than 
thirty years in countries in the Middle East 

and Europe. He has a 
PhD in Linguistics from 
the University of Gent 
in Belgium, where he 
worked as an instruc-
tor. Jim is presently a 
visiting professor at the 
University of Hudders-
fi eld, UK developing a 
programme in language 
and confl ict studies.

About The Project:
Mobile-learning (m-learning) is an excit-
ing new technology that allows students to 
connect to their courses and course content 
from anywhere and at anytime.  Mobile 
devices are now ideal tools for students with 
little time because they can access increas-
ingly sophisticated content no matter where 
they are, or when they have time to study. 
Athabasca University is leading the devel-
opment of mLearning through its develop-
ment of the mLibrary 
(http://library.athabascau.ca) and Mobile 
ESL Project.  

Workshop Information:
Date:   Thursday, May 17th, 2007

Time:  10:45 am – 3:15 pm

Location:  Edmonton Mennonite Centre  
  for Newcomers 
  (Room 2-4, 10010-107A 
  Avenue NW)

10:45 am: Welcome 
Jim Gurnett (Executive Director of the Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers) and 
Dr. Rory McGreal (Associate Vice President, Re-
search at Athabasca University)

11-12:15 pm: Author Speech
Dr. Jim O’Driscoll will speak about teaching ESL: 
“What’s wrong with that? Student ‘errors’ in a 
globalised English-speaking world.”

12:15-1:15 pm: Lunch

1:15-2 pm: Mobile ESL Workshop
Tony Tin (Coordinator, ESL Mobile Learning 
Project)
Judy Sillito (Manager, Language Services at the 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers)
Tracey Woodburn (Mobile ESL Project team 
member)
Workshop participants will have a chance to try 
out AU’s Mobile ESL Project using mobile de-
vices. The workshop is sponsored by
Rogers Mobility.

2-3 pm:  Mobile ESL Project Dissemination
Dr. Rory McGreal 
Dr. Mohamed Ally (Associate Professor at the 
Centre of Distance Education at Athabasca Uni-
versity)
Steve Schafer (Director of Library Services at 
Athabasca University)

3-3:15 pm: Closing Remarks and distribu-
tion of Mobile ESL DVD
Steve Schafer

Mobile ESL Website:  
http://eslau.ca

Athabasca University Website:
http://www.athabascau.ca

Edmonton Mennonite Centre for New-
comers Website:
http://www.emcn.ab.ca/ 

Contact Information: 
Judy Sillito 
Manager, Language Services at the 
Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
jsillito@emcn.ab.ca 
(780) 423-9676

Tony Tin 
Coordinator, ESL Mobile Learning Project 
Athabasca University 
tonyt@athabascau.ca 
(780) 675-0312

Sponsored By Athabasca University and the 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers with 
fi nancial assistance from the Canadian Council of 
Learning
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